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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Dublin Review, Vol. 30: March and June, 1851 Art. I.
An Earnest Appeal for the Bevival of the Ancient Plain Song. By A. Welby Pugin. 8 vo. Dolman: 1850. Whatever
Mr. Pugin says or does, is like himself: and whatever is like himself must be brilliant and genuine. There are
some men who rarely act or speak sincerely, at least when before the world. Mr. Pugin s diEiculty, on the other
hand, would be to act a part and misrepresent himself. No intelligent man could be his companion in a railway
carriage, still less in a steam-boat, without guessing him to be a genius, and but few who knew Pugin on paper
would fail to discover the likeness between the reality and their ideal. Were we inclined, as may we never be, to
break the laws of our country, a character like that of our respected author is about the last we should covet, so
certain should we be to fall, the very first hour afterwards, into the hands of a police much less vigilant than our
own. But of Mr. Pugin we would rather say, in illustration of our meaning, that we know of no other
distinguished man alive, whose recorded words will form to posterity so exact a picture of their utterer; whose
friends will possess, in the unstudied creations of his pencil and his pen, so many unmistakeable memorials of
the object of their esteem. But it is the penalty which men so honest as Mr. Pugin must of necessity pay for the
admiration and attachment which their frankness will secure, that they will occasion many misunderstandings,
and not rarely do a...
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