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indexed. Not illustrated. 1832 Excerpt: .guest. We may not tell what various devices on his part so charmed away
the night--how many moving tales he told of battles fought in Holy Land, of maidens rescued from danger, of
tyrants punished for crime--nor the soothing flatteries which stole from his beguiling tongue, tipped with the
bland hypocrisy of seeming passion. Three days and nights he played his game of conquest, and won it well.
Never was maiden more enamoured--never was proud beauty so enchained. This may seem rapid work to the
cold casuists who argue on the theory of love, and calculate what mocks all measure and spurns all rules. It
may seem indecorous to the prudish reasoners who settle down the time in which the heart may be lost and
won. But love in the warm days--and nights--of chivalry was not what it is now--though even now, thank
Heaven! there are youths and maids whose bosoms bound at the first looks and tones, which instinct tells them
are the true ones. But Countess Kunigund was out of the pale of all common-place causes and effects. Prepared
for the prompt reception of the passion which, like him who inspired it, knocked at her heart s gates for
entrance in the cold-dark night of misery, she gave herself up at once to the longed-for delight--to the frightful
delusion. And be it remembered that the domestics, male and female, one and all, (and none other saw the
stranger-knight, ) were agreed that it was...
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