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illustrated. 1921. Excerpt: . . . EARLY ADDRESSES m WHAT preparation had Lincoln to justify his high ambition
That he should announce himself a candidate for the legislature at the early age of twenty-three seems almost
audacious. Perhaps it appeared so to him, for he says near the conclusion of this address: Considering the great
degree of modesty which should always attend youth it is probable that | have already been more presuming
than becomes me. He had the unusual combination of much modesty with even greater courage. He said many
years afterward that he had no rememberance of a man he was afraid of. But this seemingly new purpose:
How old was it We do not know. It probably dates back to his boyhood. Before he was ten years old, his own
mother had stimulated his ambition, saying, as reported, Study and learn all you can, Abe, make the most of
yourself: Youve just as good blood in your veins as Washington had. And in his address at Trenton in February,
1861, he himself stated that away back in the earliest days of his reading he was impressed by the story and
example of revolutionary heroes. He was ever a dreamer, and his dreams began early. Of what was he
dreaming when he borrowed books, any he could hear of, miles around, especially those that related to
American biography and history How early did his hero worship begin We know that the ambition of any
normal boy is that...
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