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Fallujah, Battle of, Falljah, Irag, 2004. Excerpt: . . . direct support to the Marine ri emen. The 2d Brigade Combat
Team ( 2 BCT ) of the 1st Cavalry Division was deployed around the city to block all movement into and out of
Fallujah. An Iraqi battalion supported that effort as well. The units assigned to the operation were composed
mainly of veterans of OIF from 2003 and had accumulated a great deal of experience in urban operations. In
the weeks prior to the operation, these units had the opportunity to train and rehearse and had honed their
skills to a sharp edge. The American military forces were supplied with up-to-date equipment including
advanced night vision goggles and sights and communications gear. The heavy armored vehicles used in the
coming operation were the M1A2 Abrams tank and the M2A3 Bradley Infantry ghting vehicle. The Marines also
employed AAV-TA1 Amphibious Assault Vehicles, but relegated them generally to a heavy weapons platform.
The operation included at least ve small battalions from the growing Iraqgi army and security forces. These were
the 1st and 4th IIF, the 36th Commando, and 5th and 6th IAF battalions. These uniformed forces were armed
with AK-47 ri es and Soviet-made machine guns, which were standard in the old Iraqgi army. Their training in
complex urban operations was rudimentary, and they were to play a supporting role, sweeping through and
securing buildings the Americans had passed through. The Iraqi forces were also ideal...
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