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illustrated. 1894 edition. Excerpt: . . . ask that a certain portion of their grain, or live stock, or fuel should be
carried free in consideration of buying a ticket. Admit the plea, and there ceases to be a check on the business.
A portion of the community will respect the rights of carriers; the other portion will look upon the evasion of
these rights as indicative of special shrewdness. Other things conspire to render a full collection of the revenue
that ought to accrue from extra baggage difficult. As a rule this traffic does not reach the depot until the train
is upon the point of starting. The train can not be held. The agent is busy looking after general wants, so that he
is very likely able to examine but a portion of the baggage that is presented to be checked, or his examination is
hurried and incomplete. Many packages are thus overlooked that ought in justice to yield some revenue to the
carrier. The difficulties encountered in organizing the excess baggage business upon an effective basis have
tended to destroy or weaken the esprit de corps of those in charge. The result is that the income that should be
derived from this traffic is lightly esteemed or held subordinate to other sources of revenue. It has been the
practice generally in America to require all excess baggage charges to be prepaid. Much of the demoralization
that exists is traceable to this fact. Its arbitrary enforcement is obviously impracticable,...
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