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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Experiments in Psychical Research: At Leland
Stanford Junior University Science is human experience tested and set in order. It involves not alone the
experience of the individual, but so far as may be, the accumulated or recorded experience of the race, of
which the experience of the individual furnishes the basis of understanding. To enter the category of science,
the data on which generalized results are based must be fully tested in order to eliminate personal equations
whatever their form or origin. In the investigation of the varied phenomena embraced under the term of
Psychical Research, as in any other department of knowledge, the Scientific Method is the sole instrument on
which we can depend. To every apparent fact we must apply the tests of science: observation, experiment,
logic, and instruments of precision. That the phenomena in this field are peculiarly baFling aFords no ground
for discouragement. By the methods of precision they arc reducible to scientific order, and we may be sure that
in this field as in any other we can safely follow wherever Truth shall lead. Genuine knowledge can never run
counter to sound principles in human life. But in this diFicult borderland of psychology in which subjective and
objective mental conditions are closely intertangled, the investigator finds it well to be cautious. Obvious
explanations arc seldom the true ones, and generalizations hastily drawn from them may check the growth of
knowledge. In this field, perhaps above all others, the use of the method of intuition as an instrument of
precision is sadly out of place. One supreme test of safety in generalization is the articulation of supposed facts
with the knowledge...
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