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several special forms of triangles. The Right Triangle, or right-
angled triangle, has two of its sides meeting at right angles, as
shown in Fig. 83. The side opposite RIGHT TRIANGLE ACUTE
TRIANGLE OBTUSE TRIANGLE Fio. 83. Fig. 84. Fig. 85. the right
angle is called the Hypotenuse. The relation between its sides
gives us one of the most useful laws of mathematics; namely, the
square of the hypotenuse is equal to the sum of the squares of
the other two sides. In Fig. 83, c2 = a2+62. This relation is useful in
calculating the lengths of diagonal distances and in laying out
right angles by the use of three numbers having the relation,
such as 3, 4, and 5. This law is often called the Pythagorean
theorem, from Pythagoras, the ancient Greek philosopher who
discovered it. It must be remembered that this relation is...
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