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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1801 edition. Excerpt: . which we choose that the strength of our cause should rest.
In every kind of public speaking it is import tant to hit the precise time of concluding, so as to bring the
discourse just to a point; nei-i ther ending abruptly and unexpectedly, nor disappointing the expectation of the
hearers, when they look for the discourse being finished. The close should always be concluded with dignity and
spirit, that the minds of the hearers may be leH warm, and that they may depart with a favourable impression
of the subject and of the speaker. Having thus adjusted and prepared the several parts of a subject, the next
object is the style in which we are to convey it to others. This has been so elaborately and accurately treated by
Dr. Blair, that I shall take the same liberty which others. have done, of extracting some of his thoughts on this
subject, and refer the student in rhetoric to the Doctor s excellent lectures, for a. more complete view of
whatever is necessary to be known., $(yle--Perspicuity and Precision. Style is the peculiar manner in which a
man expresses his conceptions by means of language. It is a picture of the ideas which rise in his mind, and. of
the order in which they are produced. The qualities of a good style may be ranked under two heads--perspicuity
and ornament. It will readily be admitted, that perspicuity ought to be essentially connected with...
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