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Duquesne University Press. Paperback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW, Theology of Alterity: Levinas, von
Balthasar & Trinitarian Praxis, Glenn Morrison, For centuries, but especially under Heidegger's influence in the
twentieth century, Christian theology has consistently approached its inquiry through the language of ontology
and within the framework of Being. These attempts to find a rational way to articulate religious life and the
mystery of God, making spiritual praxis secondary to theory, not only run the danger of reducing God to a set
of propositions, but also risk condoning violent indifference to inter-human relations. In response, Glenn
Morrison suggests that Emmanuel Levinas's philosophical corpus, which puts into question Heidegger's
fundamental ontology, can serve as a valuable resource for developing new theological language that unites
theory and praxis. Building on previous attempts to appropriate Levinas to Christian thought, Morrison
critiques thinkers such as Michael Purcell, David Ford, Michael Barnes, and Graham Ward for hesitating to go
beyond ontotheology. This book strives to more radically utilise Levinas's philosophical framework, bringing it
into conversation with the theology of Hans Urs von Balthasar, to construct a post-ontotheological account of
theology that coincides with ethical behaviour. In looking at these two thinkers in relation to each other,
Morrison brings out the drama of eros that is often hidden in Levinas's texts, and he points the way toward a
less mystical, more ethical, and more metaphysically transformative reading of von Balthasar. In allowing
Levinas's Judaism to challenge von Balthasar's Catholicism, Morrison develops a perspective that is both
theologically rich and philosophically provocative. Following Levinas's demand that we think Being 'otherwise,
Morrison explores the implications of alterity in both systematic and practical theological matters such as the
paschal mystery, Christ's person and mission, pastoral care, mental health, forgiveness, prayer, and Jewish-
Christian friendship. Reflecting on central articles of the...
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