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illustrated. 1852. Excerpt: . . . fellows, against their oaths, their sermons, their preachings, their books, yea, their
own knowledge and conscience, fall under that wicked and false pretensed power again; and make him the
head of Christs church, whom they all be not able to prove to be any member of Christs church. Grant it were
as true as it is false, that Christ had given such supremacy to St Peter (who, they say, was bishop of Rome,
although I never knew man yet able to prove it) and his successors, yet no man should obey the things done by
the pope. For the word of God is plain, that he is an excommunicate person, in that he teacheth doctrine
besides and contrary to the word oai. i. of God, as St Paul saith plainly. And how far both the doctrine and the
use of the sacraments under the tyranny of the bishop of Rome be from the word of God, it shall appear plainly
to all the estates of this realm, if my lord cardinal of his charity will accomplish the reasonable and gentle
requests that I have made unto him1. I trust, as gently he received my letters, so he will grant me and my fellows
that be in durance our lawful requests. But this I do write, good reader, not to make discourse of any matter,
but only for the majesty and honour of Gods word, to declare mine innocency of treason, or any evil will or...
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