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EVERY GOODBYE AIN'T GONE: AN ANTHOLOGY OF INNOVATIVE
POETRY BY AFRICAN AMERICANS

The University of Alabama Press. Paperback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW, Every Goodbye Ain't Gone: An
Anthology of Innovative Poetry by African Americans, Aldon Lynn Nielsen, Lauri Ramey, Just prior to the
Second World War, and even more explosively in the 1950s and 1960s, a far-reaching revolution in aesthetics
and prosody by black poets ensued, some working independently and others in organized groups. Little of this
new work was reflected in the anthologies and syllabi of college English courses of the period. Even during the
1970s, when African American literature began to receive substantial critical attention, the work of many
experimental black poets continued to be neglected. "Every Goodbye Ain't Gone" presents the groundbreaking
work of many of these poets who carried on the innovative legacies of Melvin Tolson, Gwendolyn Brooks, and
Robert Hayden. Whereas poetry by key figures such as Amirt Baraka, Tolson, Jayne Cortez, Clarence Major, and
June Jordan is represented, this anthology also elevates into view the work of less studied poets such as Russell
Atkins, Jodi Braxton, David Henderson, Bob Kaufman, Stephen Jonas, and Elouise LoHin. Many of the poems
collected in the volume are currently unavailable and some will appear in print here for the first time. Coeditors
Aldon Lynn Nielsen and Lauri Ramey provide a critical introduction that situates the poems historically and
highlights the ways such poetry has been obscured from view by recent critical and academic practices. The
result is a record of experimentation, instigation, and innovation that links contemporary African American
poetry to its black modernist roots and extends the terms of modern poetics into the future.
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