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Sarabande Books, 2011. Book Condition: New. Brand New, Unread Copy in Perfect Condition. A+ Customer
Service! Summary: "Plimpton Prize-winner Horrocks effortlessly navigates the comedy and bewilderment of
being middle class without an ounce of condescension, martyrdom, or sensationalism. In "Going to Estonia," a
daughter of Lapland reindeer farmers escapes her fruitless future by attending university in southern Finland,
while the American couple on a restorative vacation away from their handicapped son in "In the Gulf of Aden,
Past the Cape of Guardafui" is held hostage by a crew of Somali pirates and forced to face their true feelings
about the future. In "At the Zoo," as a mother ponders her tenuous relationship to her father and his to her
young son while on an afternoon outing to the zoo, Horrocks inhabits the child, mother, and grandfather with
an even hand, rounding out each character's fears and desires. Describing the blue-collar grandfather, she
writes, "He is proud to not be vain, although he knows that is its own kind of vanity," and the boy has a terrible
realization: "He'd begged for the zoo, and the zoo is a terrible place." It's a standout story in a stellar collection,
the perfect example of Horrocks's ability to create an authentic and thoughtful narrative of honesty and hurt
and hope." -- Publishers Weekly , starred review "This debut collection moves from the Midwest to Russia,
Greece, Estonia, and a cruise ship off the coast of Africa. Most of the main characters are women, mostly young
and naive, who find themselves in situations they can't comprehend. Many, like the woman in the title story and
another on vacation at a Greek seaside resort ("The Lion Gate"), have entered into a foreign culture or an
unfamiliar situation, leading to misunderstanding, alienation, and a deepening sense of...
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