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architecture, stands in the centre of the main street, which is a wide avenue, lined on either side with substantial
stores and dwelling-houses. Toward the river there are mills and manufactories, and on its banks strongly-
constructed steamboat piers, all showing evidences of the trade and commerce belonging to river navigation,
although there is not depth of water sufficient for any but light-draught steamers, except at certain seasons of
the year. The people generally are of the better class. They do not all profess to have been original Unionists,
but they do not disguise their hostility to Jeff. Davis and his despotism. The slave population is not large, and is
composed chiefly of women and children. As in other parts of the South INTELLIGENT SLAVES. 237 which we
have visited, the masters have run away, taking with them all the able-bodied slaves; but the negroes who were
able escaped, and have returned to join our column. It is generally understood among these colored men that
the Rebel Government intend to put them in the army to fight...
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