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Read by the Late Mrs. James Marsland Lawton, President-General of the Order of Colonial Lords of Manors in
America at the Sixth Annual Meeting of the New York Branch Held in the City of New York, January 26, 1918 The
great Manor of Cortlandt, as granted to its first Lord, Stephanus Van Cortlandt, extended for ten miles along the
Hudson River, from the southerly shore of the Croton River to the line dividing Westchester and Putnam
Counties, and twenty miles east to the Connecticut boundary line. This large tract of beautiful country included
the present townships of Cortlandt, North Salem, Somers and Yorktown, with a part of the town of Lewisboro .
Stephanus Van Cortlandt, first Lord of the Manor of Cortlandt, was the son of Olaf Stevense Van Cortlandt, a
soldier in the service of the West Indian Company, who left his home at Wyk by Durnstede in Holland, a village
not far from Utrecht, and came to this country in 1638 with Wm. Kieft, Director-general of the Company s North
American Provinces. The family, an ancient one, had come to Holland from Courland. Their coat armor is
recorded in the Hall of Records in Amsterdam, and Olaf brought his coat of arms, as well as a portrait of his
mother, Catharine Van Cortlandt, with him when he came over with Kieft in the ship Haring in 1638. Olaf Van
Cortlandt became a man of wealth and influence and held many public offices in New Amsterdam. He married
Annetje Loockermans of Turnhout, a town in Belgium. She was possessed of a considerable fortune, and having
made large investments...
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