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National Geographic Books. Hardback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW, Are We Alone?: Scientists Search for
Life in Space, Gloria Skurzynski, In the jungle of Puerto Rico, next to a giant aluminum telescope bowl, we meet
astronomers Peter Backus and Jill Tarter of the SETI (Search for Extraterrestrial Intelligence) program. This
research program is determined to find evidence of extraterrestrial life by searching for its radio signals. They
hope to catch radio waves created by some kind of life far out in space. These scientists love their work:
"Arriving in the control room, Jill puts on a tape of her favorite samba music by a group called Viva Brazil.
Others in the room stay seated and propel themselves on their wheeled office chairs from workstation to
workstation, but Jill usually gets up and sambas across the floor."In this rare combination of engaging
narrative and factual information, Gloria Skurzynski uses techniques she's developed as a fiction writer to
energize her science writing. This book not only brings the reader into the world of extra-terrestrial science, but
is also very much about the hopes and dreams of real people. She lends a strong personal voice to the
narrative, drawing the reader deep into the world of extraterrestrial study.Humans have always been
fascinated with extraterrestrial life, and the book traces that interest, including the origination of the term
"flying saucer." Sloan also explains why scientists don't buy it. "There's been no hard evidence, not a single
artifact left behind-a lost boot, or a shred of whatever material the UFO was made of, or even a flake of alien
skin."But not believing in flying saucers doesn't mean scientists don't believe in extraterrestrial life. They look
for it using telescopes, space missions, and planet explorations. They study extremophiles, organisms thatlive in
extreme environments on Earth, in...
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